





2T 709

M%) Y21 DR 7IRD DORXIN 1237 ,091Y KN2Y P71 N2W 71N AnnwI 52 w02
DORXPI AYIRN MPWN °1°1Y2 0°Xapn NIT02 (12 MY - TIPHa 71501 K1) "A%IRN
SV avIRI TN NIA0N2 MRS

972019 1°IV1 17 73w NIRY DORXN D°X21P1 NATO2 IV X2I1Pn R1A AT Y21p
AND'A XY - DPX2IPA INY YV DRI NPIYA NITIK) 712 120217 1377501 NIYAN NIVN 1N
(O 7YY DY DPX2IPA NITOA PYRIN YIPD 3T

[N

Y)Y A1 IRV P2 72770 MR R'YIN'T YIIRN-Y2ITN NWID PUY MTYNNN2
:(9™Y 0™M2TA NI NIPYYH 501 'Y 2N R'WIN MIMPY 190N D°YOR

me 1ebe Spiea N2 ND 1y San T navn Nish Ty wpe e
TN DN NYaD SN T Tm S5 S v mmSaen

77°INRM A% "R 7R R YN A28 °171Y TInvHY (DY) IRan 20
:NPVIDT YN DR MYANA 7105 ,AMNN °377 95 Pan N

NN TIN2 N1 - “PNense Mmsbi mmen ied MY NI - PONEY
LSNP M2YM2 NN 1121R311 17D Wil 720 11

PMANDS — TRMEDY — 231 BNTASY N33 1D SYaE NS SnSsw MRS -
PESY NS NS MRS ITENN DRS 2RDSY R SEE Snm e
anS5 IS NBITTY IV - WM N S (e ey DY) RS

e S

N2IPR DO 1DIR

71DYW2 0’2102 ,MPWNM A9IXRA °3°1V2 NN NP0 VIPY RIT AT YAIPAY NN
IR 5W NPNOD PV NITOY DR NYTY TINDH DOxDAn YY Ypnv a1 avp
JIRDI 1°D127 °7DD1 %277 NN DY 12172 001N NN LY



INIRT TION 7292 AYP ANPYL NIPNA2 0N IRD DOYHIMNA NP0 MMpni
NYT NY 0YR DR MN5Y 'INoN T RN VYN IR .DITONN NN DY VYN
CTARD PRIYO 2M11Y AR DIRWII YW 999N 71an DR

1% DPNMYVPN NMPNRD YD DR K27 17 N130NA 10°1 KHYW 1210 - 0% DRNNA

“Oi OR 2 19X NN D370 MMPNRA %D DR 1R KD 19 HY 9K ,D°NT°I0 DRY

77T Y2192 MIRIYY PR 1Y LRWIN D120 DOXINI0 DY DIMPRA THnha 119N
1912 7R M NP0 DR MRYOWIA 7Ppnn 2N

MY >0IPHYT AMPYN IR DDTIN AT Y2IPY 7D NN, TN N Twpa

1% 72 K17 Yavi Dnon NINNDNAY DYON WK IRIAN 12V 2 AW N1 1" PN

YA Y IR I IRY ,MPVNN DR 7300 RI0 AT 73V 07N 'AY 0n2 vnnw
DIPIYR ARY NWIN WIANY -

XD ODTIN AMPYH ,D°11Y NBYI NIY N1ITNN ,0°5NNYNN N12°Yw°A "2 2pY
TIPN NWHY PwDn 01N WITRA 17PN

nxXNN 0205 15 5P MW 1AV AT XIPAY DIMINn DD :wTnY DA MIRY
79172 71N %apY nan YYw RIDR 121 .00TRIYR HY YpnY Hawa 1R DRV
JP9I0 ONWAY MMIpR RINA PIXY DY L0727 MPRA 1YY W1 AN 19pm
PRTNA TWK 1YR DPRYIIQ D°D21011 D°207MN D°RYWII °230 NRY IN°2 DMK 02271
.03V NP0 PR NIYHY 1P°XY ROR ,N1NN0N V12RO Y°I100H 1R &Y

oxq

MIARNA > Y I, AN NN IRP'M TS 2 1PNMPN 1°23 ,010N

1DIN2T 'DYW 2292 XY MYWYH NAR ATIAR D10 WY1 YW 191X N12°WH °TNR%N

YN "A27 DR YI5N"Y ANINRA A%YD0 0N "D 1wnY - ovin DR Sapn’T
wnn TN1 [2°N ,1IPTR TPYN MYaNN DX 12D

MPYNI AYIRA NN VN

2790nN 1R a7

121 0209 17 %731 R01D 117111 20 U"3IX0 O
272 MR R0 200

211711



NI

ANALY
)

A 090237 1°2 1922 M3 79°n20 | ‘R PID
18, s, (A9 N RN AYIRY HPawa mba | ‘A pap
£ 2N Y MY AT A pp
B2, e MIXINI NP2 | T PD
5 2N 77921 DY MR PR N7 AN | 1 pID
60, . i iiiiiirirnaaannns MPWnRN NR°22 PRRAY 2100 [ 49 PIp
£ TN nYINAY 72DO%A | TP
2 T N IR DY an | ‘n pap
R AP D°°1p Nanan

98, i 2 7MY, 9D Y“on NINPY *VIPY (NDOIN



N33 [
DM P2 Y30

TN MY

DY D°NX31 N2 DYD 772pn IRY ,0°N20-1P2 D12 I S nnn MYin 11900
?N°72 N2 AN APAR DN2AR

D°N71D PR ,TNPNR2 21WN DO00 D2 NMIWYY 1XYW DOWIR L,ADIPN ANIRA
X1 DAY DP2MIR 1Y ,RNPNTY 72 .19 0PN 1w 172 D121 ,nnna (D°on0n=)
.12 N1 T HY DRT DOPINN O DAY 120K YIDY KD 72T DWW 1P0and
5aR ,POD’N N2 D°°1°YW 191°Y 19N ,D°WIR P2 D272 NN’I152 121TNRYOY ROR
D1 712 120 ROV MPNXI N2 ,0% N°I2 7 0 O OY N2 N0 Aapnwd
DY

XD ¥R VI 700 9300 YIN YT P0nNaRY wea 03 172pn 020 Do i
12 YW NI YD 1T D°INAT-1P2 NP122W IR0 DN L'DNR 1D 01Ty 00
JIPTY-PVNR -5 ANHYR ANIRAA TY DN TYRna YR

,222 N9 Y2IRY MpPYITn (D7Xn MY CINR) YR Y 193 DRAY NN
9"IN L PWOY DORYNI 1R 1T MY - (7INRY DMYAM nP1) DR 1 L,(09D) N
PR 73" :*P1oDa (DN P2 NP2 719°02) NI AYRA N1 Y2IRY D2IRAN

0,10 YR, DAY MY D2 (1
.87-88"v "N WMPY (2

200 PwRI1a (3

200w (4



THE CHOICE OF GOLUS - BRIS
BEIN HABESORIM

GOLUS IN TORAH

The story of Galus begins during the time of the Bris Bein Habesorim
(lit. covenant between the parts), when Hashem established an eternal
covenant with Avraham Avinu.

What is a covenant?

At that time, people who wanted to make an important agreement
between them would cut an animal in half and pass between the two
halves. For example, two people who deeply loved each other would
strengthen their love and ensure that nothing would harm it by mak-
ing a covenant. However, when it comes to a covenant between people,
changes may occur, and the covenant may be broken. But when Hashem
makes a covenant with the Jewish people, it is an eternal covenant that
cannot be changed.

During the covenant ceremony, Hashem also told Avraham, “Know for
certain that your offspring will be strangers in a land not their own, and
they will be enslaved and mistreated there.” Our Chazal explained that in
the Bris Bein Habesorim, all the Exiles of the Jewish people throughout
the generations were hinted at until the final Geula through our righ-
teous Moshiach.

The Exiles that the Jewish people experienced (after the Egyptian
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7 | The Choice of Golus - Bris Bein Habesorim

Galus) are divided into four Exiles: Bavel, Madai (Persia), Yavan (Greece),
and Edom (Rome and the subsequent Exiles) - which is the Galus we are
currently in. Our sages explain that these four Exiles are hinted at in the
verse “And behold, a great darkness fell upon him” in the story of the
Bris Bein Habesorim. In the words of the Midrash: “Darkness - this refers
to Bavel, great - this refers to Madai, falling upon him - this refers to
Yavan and Edom.”

In Midrash Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer, this teaching is brought in even
greater detail (with a few changes). It is explained there that all the
Exiles are also hinted at in the animals that Avraham cut in half: “The
three calves - this is the kingdom of Edom. The three goats - this is the
kingdom of Greece... The three rams - this is the kingdom of Madai and
Persia. And the bull - these are the people of Yishmael.” The Midrash
there continues to say that Avraham cut these animals in half to weaken
their power. In the words of the Midrash: “If not for his cutting them in
half, the world would not have been able to stand before them; since he
cut them, their power was weakened.”

THE SPROUTING OF GEULA

In the continuation of the Pesukim regarding the Bris Bein Habesorim,
it is mentioned that Avraham did not slaughter the “fledgling” (i.e., the
dove). In Pirkei Derabbi Eliezer, the explanation given is that the dove
symbolizes the Yidden, and therefore Avraham did not slaughter it. The
Midrash also explains the verse “And the bird of prey (eagle) came down
upon the carcasses (pieces of the animals), and Avraham drove them
away,” where the “bird of prey” symbolizes Moshiach the son of David.
In the words of the Midrash: “The bird of prey descended upon them to
destroy and scatter them from the world... and there is no bird of prey
except the son of David... Avraham was standing and waving at them
with his turbans (i.e., handkerchief) so that the bird of prey would not
have dominance over them until the evening.”

This is very puzzling: If the “bird of prey” symbolizes Moshiach the son
of David, why did Avraham stand and “wave his turbans” against him?
Did Avraham wish to delay the Geula?
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Explanation: Rabbi Yitzchok Abravanel divides the time of Galus into
three parts: the first part, in which the Geula cannot yet come; the sec-
ond part, in which the Geula can come, but if it comes then, it will not be
the complete Geula that is intended for us; and the third part, in which
the Geula is already prepared and ready, and it must come then (“the
time of obligation for its coming”).

According to this principle, the Abravanel explains the “bird of prey”
and teaches about the length of Galus. The drama of the Bris Bein Habeso-
rim began at night, continued during the day, and ended in the evening.
The “bird of prey” did not come at night because the night symbolizes
the time when the Geula cannot yet come (“the time of the necessary
delay of the arrival of the son of David, which is the necessary time of
Galus”). But “when the sun went out, which was the time of the possi-
bility of the descent of the ‘bird of prey, Avraham had to wave his scarf
until evening, which is the end of the Galus.” This is because if the Geula
had come earlier than its time, “the great revenge on the enemies and
the awesomeness of the Geula that the prophets knew” would not have
come with it. Hashem’s revenge on our enemies will only happen at the
time intended for the arrival of the Geula (“the time of obligation for its
coming”) and not before.

The Abarbanel adds and explains: “All of this Avraham saw in his proph-
ecy... and did not contemplate any further of Hashem’s ‘Midos’.” That is
to say, Avraham saw and knew what was already determined from above,
that there would be no vengeance upon the nations of the world until
the appointed time for it. But Avraham accepted the judgment of Hash-
em, and therefore Avraham stood and “waved the scarves” — (‘Sudar’)
from the Hebrew word of order - that the matter should proceed accord-
ing to the order that was set for them until the “evening” comes, which is
the time of complete Geula.

The act of Avraham waving the scarves on the animals teaches us that
the time when the “bird of prey” (the Yidden) will devour the carcasses
(symbolizing the Yidden’s enemies) will not occur before the appointed
time. As a symbol of this, Avraham prevented the “bird of prey” from
tearing apart the carcasses until the evening, which represents the end
of the Galus. However, the punishment for the enemies of the Yidden will
only come at the appropriate time for Geula, and the Geula will come in a
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complete and perfect manner.

ETERNAL CONNECTION

At first glance, the whole story of the Bris Bein Habesorim raises won-
der. Why did Hashem deliver such harsh news about four future Exiles
precisely at the moment when He made a covenant of love and eternal
connection with Avraham?

One cannot argue that Hashem knew that the Yidden would sin and
therefore, the covenant would be annulled in the future, Heaven forbid.
For what purpose do two lovers make a covenant between them, and
do they not love each other even without the covenant? Rather, the
purpose of making the covenant is to transform the love between them
into eternal love, so that even if doubts arise, the covenant preserves the
eternal connection between the two lovers.

Therefore, the covenant between Hashem and Avraham implies that
even if the Yidden sin and behave as if they do not recognize their rela-
tionship with Hashem, there will be no weakness in Hashem’s love for the
Yidden.

So why then was news of Galus delivered precisely at the time of the
covenant between Hashem and Avraham?

In the teachings of Chassidus, it is explained that we learn from here
about the deep internal essence of Galus. Although externally, Galus is
a highly negative state, internally, it serves as preparation for the reve-
lation that will appear in the future Geula. Only in the external view is
Galus a punishment, but on a deeper level, Galus is a revelation of the
immense love that Hashem has for the Yidden, since through the Galus,
He brings about the complete Geula.

It is self-understood that only the inner aspects of Galus are felt by
Hashem, and that its entire purpose is for Geula. Therefore, it was pre-
cisely at the time of the covenant between Hashem and Avraham when
the internal connection between Hashem and the Yidden was revealed,
that the revelation of Geula was announced by Hashem. Because precise-
ly at the time when this internal connection was revealed, it is possible
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that when speaking about the issue of Galus, one sees only the wonder-
ful internal light of Geula. This is the reason why precisely at the time
of the Bris Bein Habesorim, which expresses Hashem’s self-love for the
Yidden, the Galus is also remembered, since in its internal aspect, it also
expresses Hashem’s love for Israel, and on the contrary, a greater love.

In order for the Yidden to have the strength to withstand the difficulty
of Galus and to believe that the period of Galus does not at all indicate a
separation between Hashem and the Yidden, Hashem announced the Ga-
lus precisely at the time of the Bris Bein Habesorim. Through this, it was
clarified to generations that the love of Hashem for the Yidden is eternal
and independent, and that in essence, even the Galus itself is a revela-
tion of this love, since precisely from the Galus, the Geula grows.

The Galus began with the destruction of the Beis Hamikdosh, and since
then, we have been living in this terrible state. The Talmud recounts the
moment of destruction, stating: “When the gentiles entered the sanctu-
ary, they saw the Keruvim embracing one another. They took them out to
the marketplace and said, ‘These Jews, whose blessing is a blessing and
whose curse is a curse, occupy themselves with such things.” In other
words, the Gentiles mocked the Keruvim standing together during the
destruction and said that the Jews, who are full of fear of heaven, should
focus on more important matters rather than creating forms like these
in the Beis Hamikdosh.

THE KERUVIM’S STANCE

The Talmudic account of the desecration of the Keruvim in the market-
place is harsh and distressing. However, within it, we can find a hint of
deep comfort. We must pay attention to the Keruvim's stance during the
time of destruction - “embracing each other.”

In the Talmud, there is a dispute regarding the position of the Keruvim
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er, and say to them: ‘See how beloved you are before the Hashem.

If so, when the Keruvim turn to face each other, it symbolizes Hashem’s
love for His people and proves that Israel is doing the will of the Hash-
em. At first glance, how is it possible that at the moment of the terrible
destruction, when Hashem pours out His anger on the Beis Hamikdosh,

the Keruvim would stand in a way that symbolizes love and affection for
the Yidden?!

The explanation according to Chassidus is that at the moment the Galus
began, even though externally - the Galus below is a terrible conceal-
ment, above, the Galus is an expression of Hashem’s love. Therefore,
precisely at that moment, there was a “Eis Ratzon” in which the light
of Geula was revealed, but in the course of events below, this became
Galus”
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in the Beis Hamikdosh: “One said, ‘their faces were turned towards each
other’, while another said, ‘their faces were turned towards the house’.
In other words, according to one opinion, the Keruvim faced each other,
while according to the other opinion, they stood facing away from each
other. Regarding this, the Gemara says: “Here, when Yidden fulfill the will

of Hashem, here when they do not do the will of Hashem”.

This means that the position of the Keruvim varied depending on the
state of the Yidden. When the Yidden did Hashem’s will, the Keruvim faced
each other, symbolizing Hashem’s love for His people, as the Rashbam
explains: “as a symbol of the love between male and female, who love
each other, so too the Keruvim symbolize that Hashem loves the Yidden”.
We find a similar idea in the Talmudic tractate Yoma.

When the Yidden went up to Yerushalayim for Yom Tov, they would roll
up the curtain and show them the Keruvim, which were facing each oth-
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Summary

Golus in the Torah: The story of the Galus begins
with the Bris Bein Habesarim (Treaty Between the
Parts). Our Chachamim explain that the possuk “and
behold, a fright, a great darkness was falling upon
him,” hints to all the four Exiles of the Jewish People.
Through Avrohom Avinu cutting the various animals,
the koach of those nations was weakened.

The Sprouting of the Geulah: During the Bris Bein
Habesarim, Avrohom Avinu waved away the birds of
prey, so that they should not devour the carcasses.
This hinted that Avrohom accepted Hashem’s gezeira
(decree) that Melech HaMoshiach (the “eagle”) will
come in his proper time and only then will the pun-
ishment come to the enemies of the Jewish People.

Hashem’s Love: The reason that it was precisely
during the Bris Bein Habesarim that Hashem an-
nounced the Galus, is because it was precisely then,
at the time when the inwardness of the relationship
between Hashem and the Yidden was revealed, that
it was the perfect time to see the inner aspect of the
Galus: Hashem’s love.

Love at the Moment of Destruction: At the time of
the Churban (destruction) of the Beis Hamikdosh, the
kruvim were “embracing each other,” because above,
precisely then, there was an Eis Ratzon and the reve-
lation of Hashem’s love.
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GOLUS FOR THE SAKE OF GEULA
(AND THE BEGINNING OF GEULA)

A PARABLE OF ATEACHER AND STUDENT

In Chassidus, the inner aspect of Galus is explained through a parable
of a teacher’s influence on his student. When a rabbi teaches a subject to
his student, he attends to the student with great care. However, when a
new idea enters the teacher’s mind, it is accompanied by a “flash of the
mind.”

What is this “flash of the mind”? Brainstorming is the first step in
understanding an intellectual matter. Just as lightning suddenly illumi-
nates the darkness of the night, so to by a “flash of the mind”, Suddenly,
the matter that one is trying to grasp falls into one’s mind, presenting
itself as one general point.

Considering the order and nature of the flash of intellect, it is inevi-
table that the teacher will have to think about this new intellect. This is
because if the intellect is not attended to immediately, it disappears, and
then no further efforts will be of any use. Therefore, due to the teacher’s
immense inner love for the student, he would want to first finish his un-
derstanding of the new wisdom so that, after a period of time, he could
teach this wisdom to his student as well.

While the teacher pays attention to the brilliance of the new intellect,
one can understand that the more his attention to the new intellect in-
creases, the weaker his attention to the student is at this time. In other
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words, the higher and deeper the new intellect, the more the devotion to
it will increase, and inevitably, the lack of devotion to the student at this
time increases until the student enters a reality of Galus and destruction.

However, this is only external. Internally, this is, in fact, the ultimate
revelation, and rather, it is for the benefit of the student. By the fact that
the teacher takes his attention away from the student in order to receive
the new intellect, this dictates the magnitude and preciousness of the
new intellect, to the extent that it is worth a moment that the student
should experience a matter of Galus and destruction, provided that,
eventually, the new intellect can be revealed to the student.

When the concealment is greater, it dictates the magnitude of the
revelation. The new intellect is extremely precious and, considering the
magnitude of the love for the student to whom it is revealed, it is worth
a moment of concealment and removal, provided that the new intellect
reaches him eventually.

This is also how one can understand the inner aspect of Galus. Al-
though it is external Galus and destruction, internally it is a matter of
ultimate revelation - the revelation of the future Geula. Indeed, consid-
ering the great revelation of the future Geula, it is worth the moment
of Galus and destruction on the exterior, provided that eventually, the
revelation of the future Geula will come.

That is why one will observe that as the Galus continues, divine rev-
elation diminishes. At the onset of Galus, the revelation was through
the Tannaim, then the Amoraim, and as time went on, the concealment
grew stronger until the last generations of Ikvisa D’Meshicha (the heels
of Moshiach), in which there is almost no revelation at all. As it were,
there is a “removal” of divine influence and energy flow as Galus over-
powers. But all of this is for the purpose of the perfection of the Geula,
just like the parable of the teacher’s influence on the student. The more
the teacher’s new intellect is revealed, the less attention is paid to the
student, and the “removal” is only so that the teacher can later teach his
student the new intellect. As the difficulty of the Galus increases phys-
ically and spiritually, we know that the time of the revelation of divine
energy - the Geula - is approaching.
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DOUBLE COMFORT

This is also the interpretation of the prophet’s words: “Console, console
My people.” Ordinary comfort leaves sorrow and heartache to remain,
only giving some additional reward and side help. For example, a person
whose house burned down can receive two new houses as a gift instead.
In such a situation, the grief he had at the time of his original house
burning was justified, except that he takes comfort in the houses given
to him. However, there is a different kind of comfort that brings a person
to the realization that what seemed negative and harmful was actually
good. It is a double consolation (“Nachamu, Nachamu - Console, console”),
which turns the painful act itself into an act of grace and mercy.

We find an example of this in a story from the Gemara about Na-
chum Ish Gam Zu. He brought a gift to the emperor, and on the way, the
innkeepers replaced the box of precious stones with dirt. The emperor
was understandably angry and wanted to kill him. Apparently, it was a
negative, painful, and unfortunate situation, but he believed that “this is
also for the better.” Indeed, in the end, a miracle happened, and that dirt
was turned into weapons with which the emperor defeated his enemies,
and he rewarded Nachum with a generous heart for it.

It was revealed here that replacing the box of precious stones with dirt
was not a negative thing in the first place, but on the contrary, a won-
derful goodness, only that it was not known. So in our case: the double
consolation reveals how Hashem’s infinite mercy was hidden amidst the
agony of Galus. The perfection of this double comfort will come to be
at the future Geula. Then we will be able to declare: “I will thank You, O
Lord, for You were angry with me.” That is, we will, in fact, thank Hashem
for the troubles that we experienced during Galus.

PARSHAS SHIRA

This is also the reason why Parshas Haazinu is called “Parshas Shira”
(the portion of the song). At first glance, it seems that a large part of this
Torah portion consists of rebuke and calamity, making it quite difficult
to understand why it is called “Parshas Shira” The answer to this is that
Parshas Haazinu is called Shira based on its final part, where it says: “Sing
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out praise, O you nations, for His people! For He will avenge the blood of
His servants, inflict revenge upon His adversaries, and appease His land
[and] His people.” This is Hashem’s promise that after all the troubles and
sufferings, the true and complete Geula will come at the end. Then the
verse “Sing out praise, O you nations, for His people” will be fulfilled. “At
that time, the nations will praise Israel, ‘see what a praise this nation has
that clung to Hashem within all the tribulations they went through and
did not forsake Him. They knew about His goodness and His praise.”

Regarding this promise, the Ramban writes in his own words: “And it is
clear that he promises of the future Geula because in the building of the
Second Beis Hamikdosh, there was not ‘Sing out praise, O you nations, for
His people.’ They only mocked them... Behold, in this poem, there is no
condition for repentance and work. Rather, it is a deed of testimony that
evil has been committed, and we will prevail, and that He, Blessed be He,
will punish us with fierce rebukes, but our memory will not be extin-
guished, and he will return and have compassion and retaliate against
the enemies with his harsh, big, and strong sword, and he will atone for
our sins for his name’s sake. If so, this poem is a clear promise of future
Geula, contrary to heretical opinion.”

However, the Rebbe explains things in more depth. In fact, all the
details in the poem, including the words of rebuke in it, which discuss
sins and punishments, not only express what is mentioned at the begin-
ning of the poem: “The deeds of the [Mighty] Rock are perfect, for all His
ways are just; a faithful Hashem, without injustice, He is righteous and
upright,” but also that everything that happened to the Jewish people,
even what appears to be the opposite of good, is caused by Hashem for
one purpose - the true and complete Geula in the end of days. That is, all
these matters are steps in the order of ascensions that bring the perfect
goodness to Israel, and through this, Hashem’s kingdom will be revealed
at the time to come in its complete perfection.

TZIYON SHALL BE PLOWED LIKE A FIELD

This is the explanation for the story about Rabbi Akiva in the Gemara
at the end of Maseches Makos. It tells about Rabbi Gamaliel, Rabbi Ye-
hoshua, Rabbi Elazar ben Azaria, and Rabbi Akiva who were immigrating
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to Yerushalayim. When they arrived at Mount Scopus, they saw the de-
struction of Yerushalayim and tore their clothes. Upon reaching the Har
Habayis and seeing a fox coming out of the Holy of Holies, they began to
cry. Rabbi Akiva, however, laughed. The sages were astonished by Rabbi
Akiva’s strange behavior of laughing when foxes were walking in the holy
place. Rabbi Akiva explained that since the first prophecy of the Galus
and destruction, about which it was said “Therefore, because of you, Zion
shall be plowed as a field,” was fully physically fulfilled, they could also be
sure that the prophecy of Geula would be fulfilled physically, in its simple
and full sense.

The Rebbe explains why Rabbi Akiva mentioned the verse “Zion shall
be plowed as a field” in connection with the prophecy of destruction and
not another prophecy. The purpose of plowing a field is not to spoil the
field, but on the contrary, it is necessary to bring the field to a state of
complete growth. One can understand this in relation to the Galus. The
destruction and plowing that they witnessed leading all the way up to
the Holy of Holies proved that the Geula and growth of the Yidden would
also be complete. The benefit of Geula is not a good thing that comes
from some other bad affair, but rather, it is all one thing; the inversion of
the land (Galus) is part and parcel of the very action of growth (Geula),
as it is said in the verse “Zion shall be plowed as a field.”

GOLUS AS A NEGATIVE NOTION

Although it has been explained thus far that Galus is a “descent for the
purpose of an ascent” and that there is an internal benefit to Galus, it
is clear that, during Galus, the attitude of the Jewish people towards it
should be completely negative. In the words of the Rebbe during his talk
on Hoshana-Rabba 5744:

“After all the explanations of the descent being for the sake of an ascent,
still, the general concept of Galus, particularly the longevity of Galus, to
the extent that ‘all the due dates (for the Geuld’s arrival) have passed’ and
we still have not been saved, has no logical place and explanation (even
with regard to holy logic) whatsoever. For, being that Hashem is ‘all-pow-
erful, it is surely within His ability to bring about the ‘hype’ of the ascen-
sion to the highest level without the need for a matter of negativity!
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he will then never be able to shout, ‘Speedily cause the sprout of Dovid,
Your servant, to flourish, in truth, with all the ‘hype’!

“Indeed, Hashem wants a Jew to believe with simple faith that ‘Hashem
is good and righteous’ and to believe that in the future, they will say, ‘I
will thank you, O Lord, for You were angry with me.” But heaven forbid
that this matter sit well with one’s intellect (even in the point of the
intellect alone), for then he will not be able to fulfill Hashem’s will to
cry out, truthfully, ‘For we hope for Your deliverance all day, at each and
every moment of the day!

“It follows, then, that two opposites are demanded from a Jew. On the
one hand, he must believe that in the future, they will say, T will thank
you, O Lord, for You were angry with me,” and at the same time, he
must shout with all the powers of his G-dly soul that he desires to leave
Galus!”
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“According to this, the element of ‘I will thank You, O Lord, for You
were angry with me,’ that in the future the Yidden will thank Hashem for
Galus, does not belong to the understanding and grasp of the human
mind, but is merely a matter of faith. In the future, the virtue of Galus
will be revealed, but at this time, it is not revealed. Although all matters
of the Torah, ‘Torah Or,’ are in the form of revelation, and to the extent
that some matters come to be understood and grasped by the mind of
man, even the human mind, and how much more so by the mind of the
divine soul, this matter (the explanation of the virtue of Galus) is not
revealed.

“The reason for this (that Hashem concealed this matter) is that it is
the will of Hashem, that a Jew should ask and cry out truthfully, ‘Speed-
ily cause the sprout of Dovid, your servant, to flourish, ‘For we hope for
Your deliverance all day.” And if there is some point in the mind of the
divine soul where it is understood that there is a good cause in Galus,
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— Summary

o The Moshol of a Teacher and a Student: Moshol:
During a new flash of inspiration, the teacher does
not interact with the student, temporarily, so that
afterwards he can reveal the new concept to the
student. The greater the disappearance, this itself in-
dicates the greatness of the new intellectual concept.
Nimshol: As the Galus intensifies, there is a greater
“withdrawal” of the flow of Elokus, so that afterwards
will come (the time for) the revelation of a great new
Gilui - the Geula.

o A Double Comfort: At the time of the Geula, we will
see how within the agony of Galus itself, the Unlimit-
ed Rachamim of Hashem was hidden.

o~ Parshas Shira: Parshas Ha'azinu is not called “Parshas
Shira” only because of its end, which will eventually
come at the time of the Geula, the punishment due to
the enemies of the Yidden, but moreover: all the de-
tails in the shira (song), including the words of rebuke
in it, which discuss sins and punishments, are steps
in the process that brings the Geula.

v “Tziyon shall be plowed as a field”: Just as the plow-
ing of a field is intended to bring the field to a state
of complete growth, so too, specifically the plowing,
the destruction, and the Galus are part of the growth
process of the Geula.

o Golus is a Negative Thing: It is clear that even after
all the explanations, Galus is still a completely nega-
tive thing that is not understood by the human mind,
and a Yid needs to fulfill the Will of Hashem and cry
out truthfully that he wants to get out of the Galus!
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ADESCENT FORAN ASCENT

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF GOLUS?

The Gemara offers a parable about Galus using the analogy of sowing.
With reference to the verse, “And I will sow for Me in the land”, the Ge-
mara asks, “Does a person sow a Sea (measurement of grain, for any rea-
son) other than to bring in several Kor (of grain during the harvest)?!”
This means that although it may seem like there is loss and destruction
when the seeds are put into the ground, the purpose of sowing is to reap
a much larger harvest later on. Only those who do not understand the
process of growing grain would think that putting the seeds into the
ground is a waste.

Likewise, the purpose of Galus is like sowing. While the external cause
of Galus is the sins of the Jewish people, internally, the descent into
Galus is for the purpose of ascent. When the Geula comes, we will see the
abundant “harvest” that grew out of the troubles and sufferings of Galus.
This is also explained in the verse, “For with You is the source of life;
in Your light we will see light.” Even within the Galus, there is a higher
purpose - the Geula that will come through it, since G-d is the source of
life, goodness, and grace.

The Alter Rebbe also offers a parable in a Maamer to explain the pur-
pose of Galus. He compares it to a merchant who desires to double his
riches. The merchant must first take his assets out of his possession and
buy goods with them, so until he makes a profit, he has nothing in his
hand. Similarly, in Galus, the Jewish people are left with nothing, which
enables them to reach the enormous “profit” of the supreme divine rev-
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elation that will be experienced in the future, including the resurrection
of the dead and all the comforts that will be realized.

“HASHEM PERFORMED A CHARITABLE DEED”

Galus is often seen as a state of “descent”. Hashem Exiled the Yidden
and dispersed them around the world, and they suffered for many years.
However, the Sages say that Galus was a charitable deed that Hashem did
for us: “Hashem, performed a charitable deed toward Israel (in) that He
scattered them among the nations.” In other words, Galus is a form of
charity that Hashem bestowed upon us.

The reason why Galus among the nations is considered Hashem’s char-
ity is related to the concept of “purification.” Our role in the world is to
distinguish good from evil and to bring out the hidden sparks of holiness
by performing mitzvot with physical objects. The goal is to complete the
work of purification and bring the Geula.

When the Jewish people are scattered in Galus, they live in every coun-
try in the world, making it possible for every Jew to “collect” the sparks
of holiness that are present in their surroundings. This is why Galus is
Hashem’s righteousness: it allows us to uncover the sparks within every
country and prepare the world for the Geula.

This idea is also implied in the wording of the Gemara, which says,
“Hashem, Exiled Israel among the nations only so that converts would
join them.” One might ask: If so few converts were made during all the
generations of Galus, how could the purpose of all the concealments of
Galus be for such a small number?

Chassidus explains that the term “converts” does not only refer to
those who convert to Judaism in the literal sense. Rather, “converts”
here also refers to the sparks of holiness that are found in all the affairs
of the world. The purpose of Hashem’s Galus of Israel to various places
throughout the world is to identify and elevate the sparks of holiness
that are present in those places.

Through the work of the Jewish people in every place, in a manner that
is evident in their service of “all your actions be for the sake of heaven,”
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and also by conducting themselves (in a manner permitted by Hala-

cha) according to the customs and language of the place, and speaking
the local language - the sparks are refined. This not only creates a “Dira
Bitachtonim” (lit. a dwelling place for Hashem in the lower realms”) in
the customs of each country through the actions of specific Jews, but
also encourages even the other people of the place to act in accordance
with Torah & Mitzvot, according to the unique customs and ways of that
place.

THE REASON FOR THE PROLONGATION OF GOLUS

In Sefer Torah Or, the Alter Rebbe explains that the purpose of man’s
work in the world is to detect and purify the 288 sparks of holiness that
have fallen below. The completion of this purification is said to take
place during the days of the Moshiach. According to the Alter Rebbe, the
prolonged Galus lasting more than 1,700 years is meant to detect and
purify these sparks. Once this purification is complete, Moshiach will
come soon, Amen.

THE NUMBER OF 288 SPARKS

The number of 288 sparks is hinted at in the Possuk where “And the
Spirit of G-d floats (Merachefes) on the surface of the water.” “Merachef-
es” presents the exact letters for the words “Rapach Meis” (288 is dead)
indicating that these 288 sparks have fallen down to a place of impu-
rities and are considered as dead. The Zohar explains that “Man D’nafil
Midargei Ikri Meis” (he who falls from his rank is called dead).

During the 210 years of the Egyptian Galus, a large number of sparks
were elevated, namely 202 sparks. This is implied in the verse “And also,
a great (“Rav”, 202 in numerical value) mixed multitude went up with
them.” Leaving only 86 remaining sparks to be elevated.

However, it is unclear why the remaining sparks have not been elevat-
ed during the prolonged Exiles that have lasted several hundred years.
If the Yidden were able to elevate 202 sparks during their 210 years of
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Galus when their total count was merely six hundred thousand. With the
Jewish people numbering far greater than six hundred thousand several
times, the elevation of the remaining sparks should have been completed
long ago?

Chassidus explains that just as in every matter there is a “Klal” (lit. gen-
erality) that includes several Protim (lit. details), so it is in the matter of
the sparks. The number 288 is the overall amount of the general sparks
which would further divide into thousands and myriads as they descend
lower. The Yidden in the Egyptian Exile era were unique in that they pos-
sessed general souls, granting them the power to elevate general sparks.
However, in the present Galus, the elevation of a general spark does
not align with the power or value of one individual soul, whose ability
is limited to elevating merely one detail out of the many subdivisions
of one general spark. This is why the present Galus is prolonged, as the
elevation of all the sparks has not yet been completed.

PURIFICATION THROUGH CHASSIDUS

The Rebbe writes in a letter that the purpose of Galus is to make the
world a vessel for the revelation of Moshiach through Chassidus. When
your wellsprings spread outward, Moshiach will come.

And in the words of the Rebbe in the above-mentioned letter: “The
main purpose of Galus is not punishment, but refinement and purifica-
tion to be worthy of receiving the revelations of Moshiach. As explained
in Chassidus (Torah Or 51.3), the purpose of the descent and Galus is for
a great ascent, to shine the light of Hashem in a greater revelation in the
days of Moshiach. During the Galus, we need to prepare the vessels for
these revelations.”

“This is the answer to the question of the Baal Shem Tov, ‘When will
Moshiach come?’ The answer is ‘When your wellsprings spread outward,
for the light of the teachings of Chassidus is the vessel for the revelation
of Moshiach, and when the vessel is complete, the light will be revealed.”

In other places, it is explained that specifically through the toil and
effort of a person in the darkness of Galus, and particularly in the later
generations - when the darkness arouses greater effort from the person -
the inner wellsprings of Torah are revealed.
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Summary

The Purpose of the Galus: Hashem is the Source of
Goodness and therefore there is certainly an inner
reason for the Galus. The inner reason for the galus
is the enormous benefit of the revelation (Gilui) of
Elokus that will sprout from it.

“Hashem Did a Kindness”: Hashem did a kindness for
the Jewish People to scatter them among the nations,
so that it will be possible to be refine all the sparks of
holiness - in each place, according to its style.

The Reason for the Length of Galus: The reason that
the Galus is being prolonged is that the refinement of
all the 288 sparks has not yet been completed.

Why were so many sparks elevated in Mitzrayim?
During the Galus of Bnei Yisroel in Mitzrayim, a large
number of sparks (202) were elevated, because the
Bnei Yisroel then were general souls and therefore
they had the power to refine general sparks. Now,
however, not all Yidden are general souls, and there-
fore we can only refine a particular one of many
details that branched out from a general spark.

Refining through Chassidus: In order to be Keilim
(fitting recipients) for the revelations of the Geula,
one must be diligent and study Chassidus.
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PURIFYING THE SPARKS

TO DO - TO FIX

The Torah concludes the story of the creation in the six days with the
following words: “which Hashem created to do.” Our sages explain this
as follows: “To do - to fix.” That is, the Almighty did not create the world
perfectly but rather in need of correction. It is through the “fixing” car-
ried out by humans that the world will reach its proper completion in the
days of the Moshiach. Our sages explain in several places why the reason
that Hashem created the world in need of correction is that He wanted to
share with man in the act of creation (as stated in the Talmud, tractate
Shabbos: “He shares with Hashem, in the act of creation”).

It is also known from our sages statement that “A person prefers one
Kav [a measure of volume] of his own [produce] to nine Kavim of his
friend’s [produce].” That is, it is natural for a person to prefer one kav of
produce that he created through his own efforts more than nine kavim
that were created by his friend’s efforts. The same is true regarding
spiritual work and the completion of creation: the world was created in
such a way that it is specifically through a person’s work and effort that
the entire creation is brought to its completion, so that the completion
of the person and the reward for the revelation of the Divine will be like
“his own produce” rather than like a “free gift,” for which the recipient is
considered like “shameful bread” (Nehama de-Kisufa).

But what is the essence of this correction?
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THE SPARK AND THE SHELL

In Kabbalah and Chassidus literature, it is explained at length how in
every created thing in the world, there exists a divine spark, a spark of
holiness, of Hashem. This is also understood simply: everything in this
world was created by Hashem, therefore, every created thing has some
divine power and intention that gives it life, and as the Mishnah says:
“Everything that Hashem created in His world, He created only for His

glory.”

This spark is not necessarily visible in the “body” of the created beings,
but rather hidden within them in their innermost being. The body of the
created being is like a “shell” and a covering that conceals and prevents
the revelation of the holy light of the divine spark within it. The dens-
er the body of the created being is, the more it conceals and hides that
spark. The measure of holiness of that part, of that created being, de-
pends on how much that divine spark is revealed in the different parts of
creation. This also affects the nature and behavior of that created being.

For the spiritual creatures (who have spiritual “bodies” like angels), the
holy light shines through them and they are entirely influenced by the
holy light within them. However, in contrast, the creatures in this world
were created with a physical “body” that is like a shell, which almost does
not allow any possibility for the revelation of the divine spark hidden
within it, and therefore the revelation of holiness in creation (before hu-
man effort) is not noticeable or palpable. The world, in its current reality,
covers the holiness and seems to be opposed to the reality of Hashem.

This and more: Man was created in a way that he is mixed with good
and evil together. On the one hand, there is a divine spark within him
that draws him towards goodness, towards G-dliness. On the other
hand, this spark is clothed within the animalistic soul, which naturally
desires all the pleasures of this world. Not only does he have both good
and evil, but since the sin of the Tree of Knowledge, they have become
intertwined and sometimes it is very difficult to distinguish between
them. “There is no good without evil and no evil without good.”

And this is the role of man: to “fix” and refine this world for holiness.
This rectification is called the ‘Avodas Habirurim’ (lit. work of clarifica-
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tion), and its purpose is to discover the divine spark in everything -
through our work in Torah and Mitzvos, and when the divinity in every-
thing is revealed, Geula automatically occurs.

This rectification is called ‘Avodas Habirurim’. Our sages said that man
was created “to serve his Creator”, and this is our work - to connect and
link every material thing to its purpose (the divine spark within it). The
reality with which we are confronted obscures the holiness, and the
purpose of our work is to clarify the reality and remove the veil called
“klippah” and elevate it to holiness.

Of course, the work of clarification begins with the person himself, by
living his entire life in a state of holiness (“All your deeds shall be for the
sake of Heaven”). But the question arises: how is man capable of over-
coming his natural inclinations and the physical limitations that come
with his existence in this material world?

TORAH AND MITZVOS - TO REFINE CREATION

The answer to this is: The power to reveal the divine spark in every-
thing is received through our involvement in Torah and Mitzvos. In the
words of the Midrash: “The Mitzvos were given only to refine the cre-
ations.” In other words, the goal of the Mitzvos is to purify and refine in
man and the world, and to draw down the divine holiness in him and the
world (in the physical realm).

This is also the reason why a significant and essential part of the Mitz-
vos relates to the material life of man (such as his business, food, cloth-
ing, etc.). Even though the Mitzvos appear to be related to the spiritual
life of the Jew, in practice, they are fulfilled with physical things. For
example, Tefillin, Mezuzah, circumcision, sacrifices, and all the Mitzvos
that depend on settling in the land of Israel.

The same applies to the study of Torah: Hashem has given the Torah
a special power to refine the world. Therefore, the Torah is called “Oz”
(strength), because the Torah gives strength and power to the divine
soul to overcome the body and the animal soul. Through the study of the
Torah, man connects with the divine recognition of the reality of Hash-
em, and His Torah, and the study leads to action, fulfilling the Mitzvos
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- the Mitzvos of Hashem, by which the world becomes purified and more
refined.

With every commandment and good deed that a person does, there is
a certain clarification and purification in the material world. The “Klip-
pah” (the covering that hides the divine spark in creation) disappears,
and holiness is drawn into the desire of the individual who performs the
commandment, and in the body and soul of the person who learns Torah
and fulfills the Mitzvos.

When the spark of divinity within every thing and every person is re-
vealed, the Geula occurs naturally because there is no concealment over
holiness. The only reality in the world is holiness, and the world itself
becomes a dwelling place and sanctuary for the revelation of Hashem. As
the Zohar famously states, ‘You turn darkness into light, meaning that
the darkness of Kelipa and materiality of the world will then become a
world full of Giluy Elokus, and we will even see that the reality of materi-
ality comes from Elokus. This is also the inner reason why in the days of
the Moshiach, the reward will primarily be for souls in physical bodies.”

THE WORK OF PURIFICATION IS OVER

In the present era, a distinctive development is the dispersion of Yid-
den across the globe, who nevertheless continue to uphold the obser-
vance of Torah and Mitzvos universally. Therefore, the refinement was
conducted both in the physical body and in the entire physical world - in
every country and nation, and they became vessels for all the higher
lights, especially the light of Moshiach.

And in the words of the Rebbe: “The continuation of the work after
this (as long as our righteous Moshiach is delayed for any reason (un-
known and incomprehensible)), is not ‘Avodas Habirurim’ (as the refining
work has already been completed), but a special work to bring about the
actual revelation in the world.”

The Rebbe adds that now there is already the revelation of Elokus, and
what is lacking is just for us to open our eyes and see the revelation in
the world.”
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Summary

“To Do - To Fix”: Hashem created the world in a way
that it still needs correction, in order for man to
share in the act of creation. Through man’s toil, he
will receive the reward - the revelation of G-dliness -
in a way that it is “his”.

The Spark and the Shell: A person’s body is like a
“shell” that hides the G-dly spark inside. A person’s
task is to purify everything (both in his own avodah
and in the greater world) for Kedusha.

The Power Within Torah and Mitzvos: Hashem gave
a special koach, in the Torah and the mitzvos, which
helps a yid to purify the world and transform the
world into a place fitting for the Shechina to dwell.

The Completion of the Avodas HaBirurim: The
Rebbe informed us that in our generation, the avodah
of being mevarer the sparks has been completed, and
therefore our Avodah now is to bring about the reve-
lation of Moshiach.
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THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE:
How was it allowed according to halacha?

BAL TASHCHIS?!

The prohibition of ‘Baal Tashchis’ (lit. do not destroy), was famously
established in Halacha: “Whoever breaks vessels, tears clothing, or de-
stroys a building... by means of destruction, he transgresses the prohibi-
tion of ‘do not destroy.”

Another prohibition exists regarding the Beis Hamikdosh - “You shall
not do so to Hashem”: “He who dislodges one stone from the altar or
from any part of the sanctuary or from between the hall and the altar by
means of destruction, is whipped, as it is said, “You shall destroy their
altars,” etc. You shall not do so to the Lord your Hashem.” So too does the
Rambam write in the Mitzvos count: “Not to destroy the Beis Hamikdosh,

synagogues, or study halls.”

And the question arises: in the Book of Psalms it says, “He declares His
word to Yaakov, His statutes and judgments to Yisroel.” From the words
“His statutes and judgments,” our Sages learned that Hashem also fulfills
the Mitzvos He commanded Yidden to do. Based on this, a question arises
regarding the destruction of the Beis Hamikdosh: there is a prohibition
of “do not destroy” in the Torah! And especially the destruction of the
Beis Hamikdosh, which is more severe. So how did Hashem send Nebu-
chadnezzar, the king of Bavel, to destroy the Beis Hamikdosh? There is a
prohibition of “do not destroy” and a prohibition of demolishing the Beis
Hamikdosh here! Even if Israel was unworthy of that holy Beis Hamik-
dosh, couldn’t Hashem have hidden it? Why did it need to be destroyed?
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DESTROYING IN ORDER TO REPAIR

The answer to this question can be divided into two:

A) Regarding the prohibition of Baal Tashchis, it can be explained as
follows: our sages have interpreted the verse “Hashem has consumed
with his wrath” to mean that Hashem “poured out His wrath on the trees
and stones and not on the Jewish people.” Therefore, it is understood
that during the destruction of the Beis Hamikdosh, there is no prohibi-
tion of Baal Tashchis, because this prohibition applies only in cases where
destruction is done without the intention of repairing. However, if there
is no possibility of repair without causing destruction, it is permitted to
cause destruction in order to repair.

This is similar to the laws of Shabbos: It is ruled in Jewish law that tear-
ing a garment on Shabbos with the intention of destroying it is exempt
from liability. However, in the case of tearing a garment in anger on
Shabbos, it is ruled that one is liable, because this action of tearing the
garment appeases one’s emotions, and therefore it is considered a rectifi-
cation. Similarly, in our case, since the destruction of the Beis Hamikdosh
was in a manner of “consuming his wrath,” it is considered a matter of
rectification.

And furthermore: by “holding back His anger,” it means that He did
not pour out His anger upon Israel. Therefore, concerning the Yidden
(in particular), the destruction was a matter of “destroying in order to
repair,” and there is no prohibition of Baal Tashchis in this.

B) Regarding the prohibition of dismantling the Beis Hamikdosh - “you
shall not do so,” it is impossible to justify it, because since Hashem
“consumed His wrath,” it is considered as a matter of rectification. This is
because the prohibition of “you shall not do so” has a special law:

The Kesef Mishna states that the rectification of a synagogue or holy
place must be carried out within the existing building structure. The
Rama further prohibits the demolition of such a structure, even for the
purpose of fulfilling another mitzvah. It is understood, therefore, that
since Hashem “consumed His wrath,” it is not considered ‘Destroying in
order to rectify’, and if so, how was Hashem ‘allowed’ to destroy the Beis
Hamikdosh?
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The explanation of this is that even according to Jewish law, some-
times destruction is permitted. When is that? When the purpose is for
building. For example, when one wants to build a large and beautiful
synagogue in the place where an old synagogue currently stands. In such
a case, Jewish law allows the destruction of the first synagogue.

Moreover, not only is the destruction not considered a sin, but it is
rather viewed as a positive action: “That [the old building] was demol-
ished to construct a new building.” Thus, the destruction itself is an
integral part of the rebuilding process.

Similarly, in our case, Hashem wanted to repair and expand the Beis
Hamikdosh and make it an eternal dwelling place. Therefore, it was nec-
essary to destroy it, temporarily, and create a state of Galus - in order to
eventually return and rebuild the Beis Hamikdosh permanently.

BEGINNING OF DESTRUCTION - BEGINNING OF GEULA

An important point to add is that it is brought in the Talmud Yerushal-
mi that immediately following the destruction of the Beis Hamikdosh, the
savior and redeemer of Israel was born. The meaning of this is not only
that with the destruction comes the possibility of Geula (if the Yidden
repent immediately after the destruction), but also that immediately af-
ter the destruction, in the physical world, in the land of Israel itself, the
beginning of the Geula was present in the form of the birth of the savior
and redeemer of Israel. This is because the destruction of the Beis Ha-
mikdosh was in the mode of “destroying in order to rebuild,” in order for
the completeness of the third Beis Hamikdosh to be eternal. Therefore, it
is understood that the construction of the Third Beis Hamikdosh began
immediately with the destruction of the Second Beis Hamikdosh, and this
is expressed in the fact that the Moshiach was born immediately after the
destruction.

This is also evident from the language of the Midrash (Yalkut Shimoni)
which states that the destruction of the Beis Hamikdosh was “in order for
the lion (i.e. Hashem) to come and build Ariel (i.e. the Beis Hamikdosh).”
The “ruin” of the Beis Hamikdosh is only in order to build the Third and

Continued on bottom of p. 58
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eternal Beis Hamikdosh. The eternal nature of the Third
Beis Hamikdosh will be a result of the fulfillment of all

the Mitzvos that the Yidden are careful to observe during
their Galus, and according to this, it is understood how in
truth, the entire concept of Galus is a part of the con-
struction of the Third Beis Hamikdosh.

Similarly, with regard to the level of the Yidden, the
intention of the Galus is the elevation of the Yidden to a
higher level than during the time of the Beis Hamikdosh.
It is understood, therefore, that the descent of the Galus
is only the beginning and part of the ascent to come
afterwards.

Moreover, even though in reality the Geula comes after
the Galus, since the intention of the Galus is for the sake
of Geula, it is found that in intention (potential), Geula
comes before Galus.



— Summary

oy The Prohibition of “Do Not Destroy”: Seemingly,
how is it possible for Hashem to destroy the Beis
Hamikdosh, when we have the prohibition against de-
stroying - “Bal Tashchis”, and Hashem does what He
tells the Yidden to do - “What He does, He tells Yisroel
to do”? Explanation: Hashem “poured out His wrath
on the trees and the stones, and did not pour out His
wrath on the Jewish People.”

o The Prohibition Against Demolishing the Beis Ha-
mikdosh: Seemingly, how is it possible that Hashem
destroyed the Beis Hamikdosh, even though this is an
explicit prohibition in the Torah, “to not destroy the
Beis Hamikdosh,” and “What He does, He tells Yisroel
to do”? Explanation: The destruction is a stage in the
construction of the third Beis Hamikdosh, which will
be greater than the two which preceded it. If so, it is
not considered Demolition, but rather Building.

oy The Beginning of the Churban - is the Beginning of
the Geula: It is said in the Midrash, “The lion arose...
and destroyed Ariel (the Beis Hamikdosh), in order
that the Lion will come... and build Ariel (the Beis
Hamikdosh).” The meaning of the Midrash is that the
whole reason for the destruction of the Beis Hamik-
dosh is for the sake of its building, and therefore,
in truth, all of Galus is a part of the Geula. This is
the reason that immediately after the Churban, the
redeemer of the Yidden was born.
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THE OBLIGATION TO BELIEVE
IN THE COMING OF THE MOSHIACH

JEWISH LITERATURE

The time of the Geula is mentioned extensively in the Torah, the Books
of the Prophets, the Mishnah, and the Talmud. For example, towards
the end of Devarim, Moshe prophesizes about the future of the Jewish
people, including their exile from Eretz Yisroel, and then he prophesiz-
es about the Geula, in which all the Exiles will return to Eretz Yisroel:
"And the Lord your Hashem will bring you back from captivity, and have
compassion on you, and gather you again from all the nations where the
Lord your Hashem has scattered you."

Similarly, in the prophecy of Bilaam, Moshiach is explicitly mentioned:
"I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near. A star will come out
of Yaakov; a scepter will rise out of Yisroel. He will crush the foreheads of
Moav, the skulls of all the people of Shes." The Abrabanel asserts in the
beginning of his book "Mashmia Yeshua" that this verse is entirely refer-
ring to the time of Moshiach.

The Rambam provides several proofs that the Geula through the
Moshiach is already mentioned in the written Torah. He then writes: "But
with regard to the Prophets, no proof is necessary, as all their books are
filled with this matter." Indeed, the Books of the Prophets are filled with
prophecies about the Geula, especially the prophet Yishaya, who is even
called the "Prophet of Salvation" and prophesizes about the time and
king Moshiach
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63 | The obligation to believe in the coming of the Moshiach

A FUNDAMENTAL BELIEF

In fact, the belief in the coming of the Moshiach is a central part of the
Jewish religion. One of the 13 principles of faith that every Jew must
believe in, is the belief in the coming of the Moshiach and that we should
await his arrival. In many Jewish communities, it is customary to recite
a brief version of the 13 principles after prayer, and one of them is: "I
believe with complete faith in the coming of the Moshiach, and even
though he may delay, nevertheless I will wait for him every day."

The Alter Rebbe, did not include the Thirteen Principles in his Siddur
for various reasons, However, the fact that we do not say "I believe" ver-
bally does not detract from the fact that we think about it and also men-
tion the Geula during the prayer itself. In the words of the Rebbe: "Just
as many people have the custom to say verbally and openly 'I believe...,'
even those who do not say it verbally think about it every single day."

The SeMaK (Sefer Mitzvot Katan by Rabbi Yitzchak of Corbeil) writes
that this principle is a part of the first of the Ten Commandments ("I am
the Lord your Hashem, etc."). In his words: "The Chazal said that after
a person's death, at the time of judgment, they will be asked: 'Did you
await salvation?' And where is this commandment written? Rather, un-
derstand that it depends on this: just as we have to believe that He took
us out of Egypt, as it is written 'I am the Lord your Hashem who took you
out of the land of Egypt'... so too, I want you to believe in Me, that [ am
the Lord your Hashem and I will gather you and save you in the future."

IN PRAYER

a special emphasis on Geula can be found in the Siddur established by
the Anshei Kneses HaGedola (lit. members of the Great Assembly), which
is filled with requests and supplications for the Geula and the greatness
of that era. Similarly, Chazal say, "All the prayers of the Yidden are only
for the Beis Hamikdosh... 'Master of the Universe, when will the Beis Ha-
mikdosh be rebuilt?" The mention of Geula can be seen in various parts
of the prayer book:

Amidah: anticipating the Geula can be seen especially in the "Amidah"
prayer of a regular day. Out of the thirteen blessings that deal with one's
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65 | The obligation to believe in the coming of the Moshiach

needs, five of them deal with a request and Prayer for Geula! The sev-
enth blessing in the "Amidah" is "Go’al Yisroel," which means that we ask
and yearn that Hashem will redeem us. The Chazal also taught, "Hashem
guards those who believe" refers to the Yidden, who say “Gol Yisroel”,
and yet have not been redeemed, and they believe in Me that I will re-
deem them."

In the "Amidah," special blessings were also established for the in-
gathering of the exiles, the building of Yerushlayim, and the growth
of David. Here are some examples of the "Amidah" blessings: (A) “Es
Tzemach Dovid” - "Speedily cause the offspring of David, Your servant,
to flourish. . . for we hope for Your salvation every day." This means that
every day (and all day) we are waiting and hoping that Geula will come
today. In the words of the Chazal: "We expect and hope for the salvation
of Hashem every day." (B) “Vehashev Es HaAvoda” - "And may the service
be restored to the inner sanctuary of Your House . . . and may our eyes
behold Your return to Zion in mercy." This means that we ask to see
"Your return to Tziyon with mercy" specifically with our own eyes and
in this generation. (C) The "Amidah" ends with: “Sheyibone Beis HaMik-
dosh” - "May it be Your will . . . to rebuild the Beis Hamikdosh speedily in
our days." This is also the reason why we take three steps forward and
backward in prayer, corresponding to the three parts of the Beis Hamik-
dosh that were destroyed. (D) Similarly, on Shabbos, in Kedusha we recite
the “Keser" prayer, which emphasizes how the Yidden crown Hashem:
"They give You a crown ... and Your people Israel gather beneath it" - "He
will save us and redeem us soon ... the end like the beginning". There are
many other places in the prayer where we pray for the Geula as well.

The Biblical obligation of Davening, is explained by Rambam as "asking
one's needs through beseeching and pleading". Rambam continues to
explain that the text of the eighteen blessings was established by Ezra
and his court based on what they estimated to be the primary needs of
every Jew at all times. For example, if a Jew feels that he lacks some-
thing (such as Parnasa), he must ask Hashem for it. Therefore, the Anshei
Kneses HaGedola included the coming of Moshiach in Davening, because
it is a crucial need of every Jew every day, who feels a lacking without
it! This is why Jews recite it not only once, but in three Tefilos every day,
and in five Brachos each Tefila!
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Beginning and end of Davening: Before Davening, it is customary to
appoint people to join the Minyan by saying the verse Hoshia Es Amecha
(lit. "Save Your people.") The reason for this is that the first thing that
Yidden do when they gather together is to ask Hashem to save them from
Galus.

Chazal also ordered that every Tefila of the day end with an anticipa-
tion of the Geula and the hope that it will come soon: "Therefore, we
hope ... to see soon the splendor of your might ..." and so on.

Other prayers and blessings: Chazal said about the blessings recited
after Shema: "Whoever does not say “Emes Veyatziv” - truth and stabili-
ty in the morning, and “Emes Ve’Emuna” - truth and faithfulness in the
evening, has not fulfilled his obligation, as it is said: 'to declare Your
loving kindness in the morning and Your faithfulness in the nights."
Rashi explains: "The entire blessing of truth and stability is about the
kindness that He did with our forefathers, and the blessing of truth and
faithfulness speaks also about future events that we hope he will fulfill
His promise and faithfulness to redeem us."

Similarly, in addition to the special time set for beseeching and de-
manding Geula during “Tikkun Chatzos," Chazal also instituted special
Tefilos and Slichos that are said twice a week on Mondays and Thursdays,
for desecrating the honor of the Shechinah when "the Shechinah is in
Galus" and we are among the nations. This is the basis and reason for the
recitation of "Kaddish," which follows the holy words said in public.

And also in other Brachos that were instituted, such as Birchas HaM-
azon, Sheva Brachos, Bris Mila, and especially by Kiddush Levanah. In
Birchas HaMazon, the third Bracha is "Who builds Yerushlayim," and the
Chazal say that whoever did not say the ‘Kingdom of the House of David’
in it has not fulfilled his obligation because there is no complete Necha-
ma (lit. consolation) except with the return of the Kingdom of the House
of David. And after the fourth Bracha, ‘which is the good and benevolent
one’, we conclude and seal with the Moshiach and say: "May the Merciful
One grant us Moshiach, etc." And similarly, in the Brachos of the Haftar-
ah, the fourth Bracha is "Rejoice us," and the content of the Bracha is
about the return of the Kingdom of the House of David.

x
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The importance of Davening and asking for the Geula can be learned
from the words of the Midrash: "All those thousands who fell in the days
of David fell only because they did not demand the Beis Hamikdosh. This
is a Kal Vachomer, if those who did not have the Beis Hamikdosh in their
time, and it did not fall in their time... how much more so us, who had
the Beis Hamikdosh in our time and it has fallen in our time, all the more
reason to demand its rebuilding." Therefore, the elders and prophets
established that the Yidden pray three times a day, saying: "May Your
Presence return to Tziyon, and the service of Your Beis Hamikdosh in
Yerushlayim. Amen, may it be Your will."

it has been explained at length that the coming of Moshiach is the
purpose of our lives and the goal of creation. According to the revealed
Torah, perfection will be achieved through observing Torah, Mitzvos and
Halacha. The teachings of Chassidus added that there will also be the
perfection - ‘Dira Betachtonim’, for which the world was created in the
first place. Therefore, a Jew who engages in Torah and Mitzvos, without
knowing and recognizing the importance of the Geula, is like someone
who is traveling but has forgotten where he is going and why he needs to
get there.

When Moshiach comes, the world will reach its purpose, but the work
is done today - "today to do them." The clarification and purification of
the world is done during the time of Galus, as it is written in the book of
Tanya:

"The ultimate perfection of the Moshiach Era and Techiyas HaMesim
depends on our actions and service throughout the duration of Galus.”
Through Torah ans Mitzvos by Yidden in this time, we illuminate the
darkness of the Galus. But now our eyes are closed, and we cannot see
the action and work that is happening in the world, and the light of
Hashem that shines in the world through it. When all our work is com-
pleted and the world is ready to serve as a "dwelling place" for Hashem -
then Moshiach will come, and everything will be revealed, as it is written:
"And the glory of Hashem shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see togeth-
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71 | The obligation to believe in the coming of the Moshiach

er that the mouth of Hashem has spoken." Even the nations of the world
will then be prepared to receive this lofty revelation of divinity.

It is evident that the arrival of Moshiach is not merely a reward for
those who believe in it. If it were solely about reward, the Geula could
not be considered a fundamental and foundational part of faith. The sig-
nificance of believing in the arrival of Moshiach is that it is the very pur-
pose of all our service to Hashem. Without the idea of Moshiach, there
is no reason for the world - we study Torah and do Mitzvos, but we lack a
clear goal - "Dira Bitachtonim." It is similar to a soldier who fights with all
his might but does not think about the goal - victory over the enemy.

Therefore, a Jew who properly understands the purpose of creation,
and the reason for his Torah and Mitzvos, must by yearning to achieve
this goal of the coming of the Moshiach, when the goal will be fully
achieved and the world will truly be a "dwelling place" for Hashem. A Jew
who sees his goal in this way naturally thinks about Moshiach, Davens for
the Geula, and works to hasten its arrival, because Geula is the ultimate
goal.

A Jew of this type waits and anticipates the fulfillment of the verse:
"Your Teacher will no longer hide Himself, and your eyes will see your
teacher" (Yishaya 30:20). Rashi explains: "He will not be hidden from you
under the hem of His garment, meaning, He will not conceal His face
from you." In the future, Hashem will be revealed in this low world with-
out any limitation or "garment". Through this, the purpose of creation
will be fulfilled, and the world will reach its ultimate perfection.
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Summary

The obligation to believe in Geula through Moshi-
ach: In addition to the fact that the era of Geula thru
Moshiach is mentioned frequently in the Torah, the
books of the prophets, and in the Talmudic literature,
there is an obligation to believe in the coming of the
Moshiach and to anticipate his arrival.

Geula in prayer: a Jew, feels missing and lacking
from this that we are found in Galus, therefore we
mention and pray fervently for the hastening of the
Geula.

The purpose of creation: Geula is not just a matter
of reward, but the purpose of all our work and the
entire purpose of creation ("a Dira Bitachtonim"). A
Jew who understands this naturally does everything
in his power to hasten the coming of the Geula.
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YEARNING FOR THE GEULA

HOPE BRINGS GEULA

In the Sefer of the Chida, known as "Midbar Kedemos," there is a ques-
tion regarding the phrase in Davening "For Your salvation, we hope all
day." At first glance, things are not entirely clear: If we are worthy of
Geula, surely we will be redeemed even without waiting for Moshiach,
and if our deeds are not worthy, it is clear that we will not be redeemed
even if we wait and hope for Geula? And if so, it is not understood what
reason there is for the speedy arrival of the Moshiach in the phrase "For
Your salvation, we hope all day."

The Chida explains and clarifies, based on what Chazal said: "Even if Is-
rael has only hope in their hands, it is worth it for them to be redeemed
as a reward for their hope." From this, it is understood that even if we
do not have the merit, heaven forbid, to be redeemed, “nevertheless,
Growth will sprout, for Your salvation we hope, and we have hope, and
in reword of our hope it is worth it for us to be redeemed." Chazal also
said: "There is a generation that is waiting for my Kingdom, and imme-
diately they will be redeemed." Therefore, it is clear that in addition to
the great reward of hoping for Geula, it is also a contributing factor in
bringing about Geula. Therefore, Chazal also said that when a person is
brought to judgment, they are asked, "Did you hope for salvation?"
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77 | Yearning for the Geula

AYid’s yearning for the Geula comes from three general things: love
of Hashem, love of Torah, and love of a fellow jew. It can be said that the
quality of a Jewish person's yearning can indicate the extent of their love
for Hashem, love for Torah, and love for a fellow Jew.

LOVING THE TORAH

A central and essential foundation for awakening the Jewish sense of
anticipation is tied to the attribute of love for Torah and its command-
ments within the heart of the Yid. In other words, the desire and natural
aspiration of the Jew to fulfill all the Mitzvos in the Torah and to per-
form them beautifully and perfectly are what burn in the heart of the
Jew who awaits the Geula.

The inner distress that every Jew feels from not being able to fulfill
most of the Mitzvos written in the Torah, due to the many obstacles and
challenges during Galus that prevent him from fulfilling the Mitzvos
properly, is what arouses the emotion of yearning for the Geula. Because
at that time, it will be possible to fulfill all the Torah and its Mitzvos with-
out any obstacles, in the ultimate beauty and perfection.

As a result of the love for Torah in every Jew, he longs for the days of
Moshiach, because the study of Torah will then reach the highest level. He
is waiting for a time when the secrets of the Torah, which have not been
revealed until now, will be revealed by the Moshiach.

As the Rambam says: "Therefore, all the Yidden yearn for the days of
the Moshiach so that they can rest from the governments that do not
allow them to engage in Torah and Mitzvos properly.”

A Jew of this type does not only anticipate in general terms that there
will be a good period to come in the future called "the days of Moshiach,"
when we will be redeemed from all troubles. Rather, he waits and looks
forward to the period in which the fulfillment of the Torah and its Mitz-
vos will be complete.
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79 | Yearning for the Geula

LOVING HASHEM

The love of Hashem within every Jew is what makes them restless as
long as the Divine Presence is in Galus and the Shechinah's glory is di-
minished and Hashem's Name is desecrated among the nations.

That's why they await the days of the Moshiach, when Hashem's glory
will be revealed in perfect completeness and all of creation will serve
Hashem together ("to serve Him with one accord"). The anticipation is
for the time when Hashem's reign will be complete, as it is written, "And
the Lord shall be King over all the earth; on that day the Lord shall be
One and His Name One."

One of the great Achronim, the Chafetz Chaim, writes: "It is stated in
Pesikta d'Rav Kahana that Hashem said: 'You cherish My Torah, but do not
long for My kingdom.' The foundation of all foundations is the belief in
the coming of the Moshiach, when the Lord will be King over the whole
earth and all will recognize His sovereignty. Although he may delay, we
are obligated to wait, anticipate, and ask when He will rule over Tzion"

The main point is that out of love for Hashem, one looks forward to the
time when they can unite with Hashem in the ultimate closeness, which
will occur specifically during the days of the Moshiach.

LOVING A FELLOW JEW

Similarly, also the love for a fellow jew, within the heart of every Jew
does not allow them any rest. For many generations, the Yidden have
been in a situation of "children banished from their father's table"! They
are utterly humbled, with many troubles in Galus. This, in itself, should
awaken every Jew to await the Geula, when these troubles and suffering
will cease.

If one truly believes in all the prophecies of Geula found in the Torah
and the goodness that awaits the Yidden in that time, when they will
reach the pinnacle of physical and spiritual perfection, it will undoubted-
ly arouse within them a tremendous yearning for Geula, to pray and ea-
gerly anticipate the restoration of Dovid’s monarchy, the rebuilding of the
Beis Hamikdosh in its full glory, and the gathering of the dispersed Yidden.
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81 | Yearning for the Geula

THE OBLIGATION TO BELIEVE AND YEARN

in the coming of the Moshiach is a fundamental principle in Yideshkayt.
As the Rambam writes at the beginning of the laws dealing with the
Moshiach, "Anyone who does not believe in him or who does not await
his coming, not only denies the prophets, but also denies the Torah and
Moshe Rabenu." This means that belief in and yearning of Moshiach and
the Geula is a cornerstone of the faith, to the extent that one who does
not believe and wait is considered to be denying the Torah.

The Rambam brings proof from the Torah about the Geula in general,
and also cites a verse in Parashas Bilaam, from which it is clear that the
Geula will be brought about by Melech HaMoshiach. Therefore, there is
an obligation to believe not only in the Geula in a general sense but also
that it will come through Moshiach. And since this is spelled out in Torah,
anyone who does not believe is considered to be denying the Torah.

The accepted interpretation of the Rambam's statement that one must
"await his coming" is that there is an obligation not only to believe that
the Geula will come someday, but also to believe that it could come
today, as it is written, "If he delays, wait for him." However, in many
holy discourses, the Rebbe explains that the simple interpretation of the
Rambam's words is that one must also feel the lack - that he is still living
in the days before Moshiachs coming, and therefore he must anticipate
his arrival because of this deficiency.

As previously explained, the yearning for Moshiach reflects the strong
desire of Jews to fulfill Torah and Mitzvos completely. When one knows
that it is impossible to observe the whole Torah now in days, and yet he
is not yearning for the Geula, it shows a lack of a fundamental connec-
tion to Torah and Mitzvos.

In addition, the absence of yearning is evidence that he is not bothered
by the fact that Hashem Himself is seemingly incomplete, as Chazal say,
"The Name and His throne are not complete until Moshiach comes." He is
not concerned about the immense desecration of Hashem's name when
His honor is lowered among the nations of the world. He is not moved
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Continued from opposite side >

these things have not happened, he has no "existence" (fulfillment). A
Jew comes and argues with Hashem, "You created me and decreed in the
Torah that 'T was not created except to serve my Creator,' so what do You
want from me?!" As long as the Jews are in Galus, they cannot fulfill the
intention and purpose of their creation, we cannot bring Karbanos or ful-
fill many other Mitzvos."
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by the terrible agony of the Divine Presence in Galus, nor by the difficul-
ties and sufferings of the Jewish people.

Therefore, the absence of yearning is an indication of a fundamental
lack of love for Hashem, love for a fellow jew, and love for Torah. From
this, it appears that he has no relationship or emotion towards the
sanctity of the Torah, to the extent that it is feared that the absence of
yearning stems from a huge lack of belief in the coming of the Moshiach
or in the sanctity of the Torah as a whole. But a Jew who truly values the
Torah and Mitzvos and has true love for Hashem, certainly has intense
emotions and longings for the Geula, as we have seen throughout the
generations with the great Jewish leaders who always sought and prayed
and longed for the Geula. As Chazal say about the verse, "And they shall
seek the Lord their Hashem and David their king," one must seek and
demand the Geula.

IWAS ONLY CREATED TO SERVE MY CREATOR

According to the teachings of Chassidus, there is a much deeper mean-
ing to the obligation of yearning. It is known that every aspect of a Jew's
existence is for the purpose of serving the Creator in order to refine the
world, so that it will be fitting to be a "dwelling place below" for Hashem.
In the words of Chazal: "l was not created, unless to serve my Creator."
Therefore, it is understood that as long as the refining of the world ("to
serve my Creator") is not complete, the reality of the Jew ("I") is also in-
complete. Furthermore, since the essence of a Jew ("I") is the reason and
purpose of his creation, it is not only that his reality lacking complete-
ness, but his very being and essence is lacking as well. Therefore, a Jew
awaits the time of the building of the Beis Hamikdosh and the coming of
the Geula, when his reality will be complete, without any deficiency.

In the words of the Rebbe: "Therefore, it is possible that even though
during Galus, a Jew has all kinds of material goodness and expansive-
ness in all his material affairs, he argues with Hashem that He does not
care about all these material matters, since that is not His purpose. His
purpose is "We shall do before You, etc. as it is Your will," and as long as

Continued on opposite side >
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— Summary

o Yearning leads to Geula: the importance of yearn-
ing for the Geula is understood based on the words
of Chazal, that we will merit the Geula through our
yearning (even if we are not worthy of it).

o~ Where does a Jew's yearning come from: [1] a Jew
who loves the Torah awaits the Geula — not only be-
cause then there will be no distractions from study-
ing the Torah, but also, we will be able to study on the
greatest level, and all the Mitzvos will be able to be
fulfilled. [2] A Jew who loves Hashem yearns for the
Geula - because then the Divine Presence will no lon-
ger be in Galus, and the Yidden will be in the utmost
closeness with Hashem, and everyone will recognize
the kingship of Hashem. [3] Also, one who loves his
fellow Jew Awaits the Geula - because then the trou-
bles of the Yidden will cease and they will return from
Galus.

av "I was not created except to serve my Creator":
In addition, since the world is still not fully refined
during Galus, the purpose of the Jewish reality is not
fulfilled, and therefore there is a deficiency in the
reality of the Jewish people.
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DEMANDING THE GEULA

DEMANDING FROM HASHEM

We learn about the importance of demanding the Geula from the Yid-
den during the time of Moshe Rabenu, in several instances:

The Yidden crying out in Mitzrayim: It is written, "And the Yidden
sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up
unto Hashem by reason of the bondage." meaning to say, the Yidden need
to cry out to Hashem about the length of the Galus and ask Him to bring
them out of it, stating that they have already finished their work ("And
the Yidden sighed by reason of the bondage"), and if so, why are they still
in Galus?

And when the Yidden cry out to Hashem about the length of their Ga-
lus, Hashem will surely send them a righteous redeemer, just as He sent
Moshe to bring the Yidden out of Galus.

Moshe Rabenu’s demand: At the end of the Chumash Shemos, it is
told over how Moshe argued before Hashem about the terrible state of
the Yidden and said, "Why have you dealt ill with this people?" From the
fact that Hashem commanded to write Moshes argument in the Torah, we
learn an eternal lesson for every Yid: A Yid cannot come to terms with
Galus and think that he can remain there, Heaven forbid, but he must
cry out to Hashem "Why have you dealt ill with this people?" and demand
Geula.

Pesach Sheni: This commandment was not given from the outset by
the Hashem, like the rest of the Mitzvos, but it comes about through the
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89 | Demanding the Geula

demand and request of the Yidden, “Why should we be deprived?”, as a
result of which Hashem renewed His commandment regarding Pesach
Sheni.

From here we learn that even during the Galus, when the Yidden are
“far away” and in a state of “impurity” (since we don't have the ashes
of the Para Aduma), we must demand and request from Hashem “Why
should we be deprived of bringing the offering of Hashem?” - we want to
already bring offerings in the Third Beis Hamikdosh!

WHY DO WE DEMAND?

In many Sichos, the Rebbe spoke about how, after explaining all the
inner intentions of the Galus, everything has a measure, but the Galus is
continuing without any measure. Therefore, we must demand the exit of
Galus and cry out that we want Geula (“Ad Mossai?!”).

We are not asking and demanding Geula like a poor man standing at
the door, but we demand it like a rich man demanding what is rightfully
his. The Jewish people are called the children of Hashem. The natural
place for any child is at his father's table, and the place for the king's son
is at the feast of the kings held in the palace. As the children of Hashem,
we are entitled to immense spiritual abundance and material goodness,
all without even mentioning the reward that comes from the Jewish
people’s Mesiros Nefesh for Torah and Mitzvos for generations.

Moreover, the demand for Geula is primarily for Hashem himself and
his honor. As already explained at length, Hashem is with us in Galus
and suffers with us the troubles of Galus. However, since “the Divine
Presence is in Galus,” the demand and request for Geula is for Hashem's
Geula.

The Rebbe adds and emphasizes the importance of demanding Geula:

"And this matter is most emphasized in our generation, where the role
of our generation, the soldiers of the House of David, is to nullify those
who "have disgraced the footsteps of your anointed one." And this is
done - first and foremost - through request and demand, with the em-
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phasis that this matter must be demanded, so that Moshiach Tzidkenu
must come immediately.

"And as mentioned several times in recent era about the need to re-
quest and demand from Hashem for the Geula - as explicitly stated in the
Midrashim and also brought in Halacha - that the very act of requesting
and demanding hastens the Geula, as stated by the Chida in the expla-
nation of the Tefila "For your salvation, we hope all day." "For" is giving a
reason, meaning that "in return for our worthy anticipation, you should
redeem us."

"The only thing that still delays the Geula is the need for all the Yidden
to seek, demand, and require from Hashem to bring the true and com-
plete Geula!

"And simply put, this demand and request must be genuine, and not
just for show... meaning that this matter must truly touch our hearts,
and then the demand and request will also be genuine.

"And when they come with such a demand and request - there is no
need to go to the heavenly court, etc. - for surely Hashem will fulfill the
demand of the Jewish people to bring the true and complete Geula im-
mediately, in the blink of an eye."
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— Summary

o The source in the Torah for demanding the Geula:
From the Yidden in the time of Moshe, we learn that
a Jew cannot reconcile with the state of Galus. A Jew
must cry out to Hashem that he has finished his work
in the time of Galus, and therefore he demands Geula.

o The reason why we demand Geula: In Halacha, it
is stated that specifically through demanding from
Hashem, we can merit Geula. The reason for this is
because we are considered like children to Hashem
who demand what is rightfully theirs.
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